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W HEN the Bedfordſhire Re- 
f giment was at Coxbeatb, in the 
year 1781, very great doubts 
were entertained reſpecting the ſoldiers 
being duly accounted with for their in- 
liſting money, which cauſed an exami- 
nation to be entered into before the 
Captains of the Regiment, when great 
abuſes were diſcovered. The meeting, 
however, never determined on whom 
the blame was to be laid, but adjourn- 
ed, without coming to any reſolution on 
that head, and have never ſince met to 
do buſineſs. | 


- SINCE that time, ſtrange appearances 
have exiſted. At Northampton, Captain 
Willaume diſcovered a falſe muſter in his 
company, which he paſſed over, -under 
the information that it was a miſtake. 
At Danbury Camp, laſt Summer, he 
diſcovered others, which ran through 


* whole of four companies; and, in 
B the 


11 


the courſe of the examination taken on 


that ſubject, it appeared that the re- 


cruits had not received the whole of 
their pay, and it was evident that there 
exiſted the moſt flagrant abuſes in the 
Regiment; and in particular, a very 
eſſential impropriety, from which much 
miſchief might ariſe, viz. an improper 
diſpoſal of the office of SETTER Cleck 
or Paymaſter. | 


i 


six Charles Ventris Field and Cap- 
tain Willaume, thought it high time to 
draw up a Memorial to be preſented to 
their Colonel the Earl of Upper Offory, 
on the ſubje& of the facts immediately 
under conſideration, and to beg that 
he would ſet on foot a proper inquiry 
into the cauſe; and they particularly 
expreſſed their determination to conteſt 
the right of the Paymaſterſhip's eonti- 
nuing in the hands of the commanding 
officer, contrary to the _ ee 
of an act of [69442 ro | = 


Carr. V. on the: day n to 
his leaving camp for the purpoſe of de- 
Ade the Memorial to their Colonel, 

called 


l 

called on the Paymaſter to acquaint him 
with the intention of his journey, when 
he deſired Capt. V. to interrogate the 
Serjeant Major on the ſubject of the 
falſe muſter ; which Capt. V. declined, 
becauſe he had already interrogated him 
three ſeveral times, and always found 
his anſwer was unſatis factory, and by no 
means ſuch as could lead him to think 
that the Serjeant Major was the author 
of the abuſes complained of. Capt. V. 
in the ' courſe of the ſame evening, 
received a note from the Paymaſter, 
« defiring to know when Capt. V. 
. would ſee their Colonel, as he would 
* give him the meeting; and accuſing 
1 Capt. W. with a refuſal of examin- 
* ing the Serjeant Major on the ſub- 
«« ject of the falſe muſter.” Capt. V. 
returned the following anſwer, as near 
as he can recollect. 


Captain Villaume preſents his com- 

0 pliments to Major Moore, and can- 
e not poſſibly inform him when he ſhall 
*« fee Lord Offory, as he does not know 
s at what time he ſhall arrive at Ampt- 
« hill Park. Beſides, it would be to- 
Wo « tally 


141 
« tally unneceſſary, as he means to ſo- 
« licit a private audience. Capt. . 
« thinks he has grounds to preſent a 
Memorial to Lord Offory, having in- 
e diſputably diſcovered a falſe muſter, 
« (5c. into which his Lordſhip cannot 
make inquiry. without information. 
Capt. V. did refuſe to interrogate the 
s Serjeant Major, becauſe it is not now 
% his . buſineſs, to examine or accuſe - 
* any one, but to ſtate the fact to Lord 
*« Offery., Capt. V. thinks, that if his 
conduct has tended to prejudice the 
authority of the commanding officer, 
* it is itſelf the moſt unanſwerable ar- 
cc gument, why the commanding offi- 
* cer ſhould not be the Paymaſter of. 
1 * the Regiment,” 1 N= 0 in 
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To the Ri * e 7 be Earl 
of Uryzr Ossoxv, Lord Lieute- 
Ats ven, the County BeDFoRD, 
2d Colonel of 5 5 Bedfordſhire 
(17 Militia; 0 Zulu 


504 So ing Hou | S684 4 


—— YOUR Lonbsnfr-t Neo- 
rialiſts conceiving that they ſhould be 
highly wanting in the duty which they 
dwe to your Lordſhip, to the County 
of Bedford, and the Regiment in which 
they ſerve; and even partners in the 
guilt (ſhould there be any) if they did 
not, on the appearance of any mal- 
practice, or faſpieion of it, infortir your 
Lordſhip of the ame. Nba. I 1604 


— 3 r 1 


% BY hare to repreſent the follows 
ing Ole to your Lotdthip. | | 
= Tux in the year 178 I, os uy Article 1, 
ſhip, as Lord Lieutenant of the County 
of Bedford, was pleaſed to appoint Frun- 
r Mare Eſq; to be Major of the Bea. 


rn B 3 Ferdſbire 


- 


Article 2 


| Article 3 


L27651 


hordſbire Militia, who, at the time of 


ſuch appointment, was Battalion Clerk, 
or Paymaſter of the faid Regiment, and 
has continued to act in the ſaid office 


ever ee Kander K SN NN 


— XJ ass 432391) is 

+ 66 « Tuar the ſaid Mr. 8 
appointed a field officer, has frequently 
become commanding officer; and, in 
fact, has been ſo, the greateſt part of the 
time ſince his appointment; and that 
the management of all militia tranſac- 
tions, both in and oüt of the county, 
has been in the department of, Paymaſ- 


ter, no ee officer interfering, there- 


with. dc tt bas 5 in 


Fik iin i (va gd 2151 wor) 1605 


"4.96 © it is partof thogronince, of 


| the Paymaſter, and ſuch is the practice 


in your Lordſhip's Regiment, to pay the 
recruits their ſubſiſtence from the time 
of their inrolment, from which! time 
they are intitled to their pay, until they 
are fixed or appointed to particular 

companies: That the Captains are not 
concerned in the payment of ſuch re- 


cruits, nor are they included in the re- 


turns 1 ſign, which are ſent to go- 


1 
is 


vernment; 


= 


yerament'z ſo that government can re- 
ceiye no check in the payment of ſuch 
recruits from ſuch returns: But that 
the ſame are paid by the Paymaſter, in- 
dependently of controul by the Captains. 
And credit is given him for money ſo 
iſſued in his non- effective account, when 
N nn nan of r b N 
nog ONT" 3 

oP —— 176 othoLgis 
lature thought proper to order the mili- 
tia to be muſtered; and directed that 
the time of inrolment of ſubſtitutes 
ſhould be ſet down in ſuch muſter, 
with intent that government ſhould be 


in poſſeſſion of ſome checque in the 


payment of the recruits (there being no 
other), and that the proper officers 
might know from what time to allow 
the pay of ſuch recruits. Vide 21 
or, HI . 36. 


taken at — — 3 camp, 
the inrolments of many of the men are 
ſet down a great while prior to their 


Article 4. 


Article 5˙ | 


£0 \ e398 vat. 3 B 4 un f actual * 


z12intorn; 


. 
aQtual: inrolment *; and that many 
more would bebe been ſo ſet down, if 
| they had not been eraſed and altered; 
| on your memorialiſts, or one of them; 
| having made the preſent diſcovery ; but 
5 tthat the recruits have been paid from the 
time of their actual inrolment, which 
your memorialiſts ſuggeſt may have 
| been done with intent to charge govern- 
| ment in the ſettling of the non effective 
| account, with the payment of ſuch re- 
vruits, from the time falſely ſet down in 
the muſter- rolls, by which means * 
oo TY _ mo e eee 
| | Haute * 
Article 6. een your endend have diſ- 
=. covered, that in ſome caſes the time of 


1 | Res , boo re gh | 
— E 18 mY * . '3 Lito x A. 


— 


* * be circumſtance of catching up the rolls, 
(| | eraſing them, and ſubſtituting the true dates, as Far 
as the time would permit, evinces that the falſe muſ- 
ter was wilful, for it ſhews that the true dates were 
very well known, and that they were very ealy to get 
85 nor could this be otherwiſe, for by 19 Gee. III. 
cb. 74. F 19. che Legiſlature has brdtred that cbpies 
| of the invents ſhall be lev e the commanding 
A . te 16 e ensteht sd 


4 Tie ab Ke keediint muſt be Tettted 4c 
cording to the muſter rolls. Vide mutiny act, ſ. 69. 
inrolment 


1 b 
inrolment has been truly ſet down, but 
that the recruits have not been paid a- 
greeably thereto, and have received r 
4 re by min _— weeks. © 


* ale — echoed 
i + parton nugatory for them to com . 
of theſe tranfactions to the cort- 
manding officer, he being himſelf the 


paymaſter; and when they have fpoket 
loudly on the ſubject, they Habe been 


told ſack fpeeches tended to dimimiſti 


the authority of the commanding offis 


cer, though they conceive they have a 


right to iüquite Tits the conduct bf the 


Paymaſter; and if the obſetvation be 
true, they conceive, it is at unatiſwers 


able ptoof why the coimmandling officer 


Article 7. 


ſhould not be likewiſs paymaſter, as theß 


ate thereby prevented from inſpecting 
the 
ares could bye e's do. 225 


0 $ 
132 1 89 2 


CY 
194607] ih i 


. ar your, memorialiſts are ity 
formed, that in order to prevent the poſ- 


ibility of the evils here "complatnes of 


and to facilitate the progreſs of com- 


plaints, if they ſhould happen, the Le 
SLLW 195130 giſlature 


rep er 


Article 8. 


. 
giſlature did paſs an act to proyent. the 
Paymaſter from holding any commiſ- 
ſian higher than that of Lieutenant: 
| | And. that ſuch higher commiſſion, if 

granted, is illegal, null and void ab ini= . 
.- +111, #0322: But that your-memorialiits, being 
unlearned in the Jaw, and ente ee 
; ſych. commiſſion has been granted 1 
due form, are not thoroughly, apprized 
box far it may, be ſafe for them io hey. 
| or. prudent to reſiſt the orders of ſuch 
ſuperior, officer, though ene in 
DAU b. tro 913.10 eee Tok 
7 avid 94: 9423 323 
Article q. 1 vour "memorialitfs a are in- 
formed, that the appointment of regi- 
mental paymaſter to. be afield officer, i 1s 


equally, repugnant to the rules of the. re- 


% I %# 


ae are ſubject, in caſes not 
* 198 Lans. PTY 1 


b Siet bobo ve. 


| » N. B. It is contended, that the Regimental 
Paxmaſter is not affected by the act, the words be- 
e ing, © Battalion Clerk;“ but this is no objection, 
for the appellation of Daymaſter is merely titulary, 


and no here mentioned in the mutiny act, the legal 
word being Battalion or Regimental Clerk, : as, will 


appear by conſulting the yy = ſet. 21. and 
| ee e 1782. Beet ten it inis 
* otherwiſe 


C as 7 


otherwiſe. provided for by the militia 
laws. But that your memorial iſts do not 
feel themſelves ſufficiently ſkilled in the 
rules and proceedings of the army, to 
juſtify their acting on their own know 
ledge.. 19 03 dit n 916.8314) * 
in nition about! n | 
gat“ Tur. Anaemia Rey as pr Article ro. 
tains: have. been prefigdentsgf courts. mar- 
tial, by order of the preſent, Major, and 
bavcigficted engheirdellon use ren 
ſeyefe puniſhments: That conſeguent- 
1z.it behoxes them to ſee they act under 
legal Authority ;, That, if the com il; 
tion , ſo, granted to Mr. Megre | be, not 
legal, they think they are, liable to pro; 
ſecutigns, themſelyes, for, adding under 
2MAIPRES, authority, | 2901897191 97% 75 
10 5 1-11. JON bas zeiosg cio 
Tua r your memoriglils beg leave 
10 — the following inſtance of 
the unnatural a alliance of the. two officers 
of Formal and commanding officer, 
vis. l 7 426915 2 Aus ne 1100 
4 190 Ly | 30810131 91987 
46 © THAT ata a * the Colonel, Article 1215 
Lieutenant-colonel and Captains of the 
Regiment, at which your memorialiſts, 
or 


8 4 
£ "31 we 4 


ts keep up tlie ſaid 2 there being 


5 
IF = 


Cw] 


er ens of/thein; afnſted, aß held fe - 


Corbeath, in the year 178 1, at the time 
when one of the Volunteer Companies 
was near its expiration. And that the 
ſaĩd meeting reſolved, that it would be 
juſtifiable and equitable, to employ the 
non-effeQtive fund in enliſting recruits, 


no fund appropriated for that'purpoſe, 
and did give orders to the Paymaſter to 


act accordingly : : But your memotialifts 


believe, that the faid order was never 


erecuted, ot to no eſſential effect; but 
that Major Movre,: as comimatiditig! officet, 
did order the ſaid comp anies | to be com- 
pleated out theBat. companies; b 
and that the men, taken for that pur- 
poſe, are returned to government! in the 


volunteer companies, and not in their 


dien proper companies. By which ar- 


rangement, the non; effectiveneſs is diſ- 
perſed through the whole battalion, and 
does not appear to be in the 'volunteet 
company only : Whereas, if ſuch men 
were returned in their proper compa- 
nies; as they ought to be, and which 
_ REG, _ NE L by 


. . 0 * 1* 4 ne 
_ #7 11 1% 7 f * — Oo 


1 13 J 


ons of your memorialiſts, without pre- 
judice to their acting as light infantry, 
then the following fact would appear, 
that government now pay a Lieutenant- 
colonel, one Captain, and two Lieute- 
nants, for ſcarce any, or for the ſake of 
a very few men really exiſting in the 
company. That the ſaid commanding 
officer, as Paymaſter, receives the whole 
ſubſiſtence of the company, without 
iſſuing any, or very little of it, which 
is a dead loſs to government for tbe pre- 


font. © th | 


Tn your memorialiſts ſtate, that Article 12. 
when the regiment was at Northampton, 


1 4 o Id 


— — — 


NB. There were two Volunteer Companies, 
the firſt company, here alluded to, was kept up, 
though quite a ſkeleton, in the manner above ſtated; 
the ſame mode was practiſed with the other com- 
pany. after the expiration of its time; by which 
government might be charged with the ſubliſtence . 
of the whole eſtabliſhment, and a total loſs of the. 
cloathing ; though in fact there were very few, if 
any more than the parliamentary number, of actual 
militia men; and it is ſpecially provided, by 18 G. 3. 
cb. 29. That any number under a company, may 
be entertained without any additional eſtabliſhment 


on that account, | 
Fey Edward 


EL 14 ] 
Edward Dean, a fit and able ſoldier, was 
diſcharged, not for any infirmity, in 
which caſe the pariſn might be drawn 
again to ſupply his place, but for a ſum 
of money, which your memorialiſts pre- 
ſume came into the hands of the Pay- 
maſter in the uſual courſe of office, in 
order that he might find a man to ſerve 
in his ſtead. But your memorialiſts 
believe no ſuch man has been found to 
ſerve in his ſtead, and that thereby the 
nation is deprived of its legal and con- 
ſtitutional force, ſo far as ſuch defalca- | 
tion goes *. 
„That your memorialiſts conceive, 
that if the Paymaſter and commanding 
officer were not one and the ſame per- 
ſon, the commanding officer would 
oblige the Paymaſter to carry ſuch or- 
ders into execution. And that theſe 


This is not the only inſtance, but much 
ſtronger can be adduced. When the Lieutenant 
Colonel deſired that a man might be diſcharged at 
his requeſt, the favor was granted, with this ex- 
preſs condition, that another ſhould be found. to 
fill the vacancy. Surely the obligation ſhould de 
the ſame in every inſtance. | 

facts 


=_ 


E of ] 
facts are a ſtrong proof of the wiſdom 
of the law, and the rules of the army 
made to prevent ſuch en Ant 
tion of ee | 


«THEREFORE your memorialiſts pray, 
that your Lordſhip will inquire, or cauſe 
inquiry to be made, whether ſuch muſter 
rolls have not been falſely made up as 
ſtated by your memorialiſts ? And with 
what intention they have been ſo falſely 

made up? And whois the perſon accuſe 
able, for ſuch falſe muſtering? And whe- 
ther the recruits have not received their 
pay ſhort as ſtated by your memoraliſts? 
And whether the regimental-Paymaſter 
can be legally appointed to the com- 
miſſion of Major? And. whether ſuch 
commiſſion is not contrary to the rules 
of the army, which the embodied mi- 
litia is ſubject to? And whether your 
memorialiſts are ſafe in obeying, or 
diſobeying, the orders of ſuch Major, 
whom they think illegally appointed ? 
or in preſiding at courts martial by 
ſuch authority and expreſs order ? 
And whether the reſolutions of the 
Captains a at Cox beatb, have been exe- 
= 4 4 £ cuted 


morialiſts? And whether the money 
paid for the diſcharge. of Edward Dean, 


11 
cuted in the manner ſtated by your me- 


has been applied as intended to be ap- 
plied? And whether the nation has 
not been deprived of their conftitu- 
tional force, as ſtated by your e 
. 


flats Vous 8 Sr with 

requeſting your Lordſhip will take the 
earlieſt opportunities to inveſtigate the 
circumſtances, as related by your me- 
morialiſts : Not doubting, your Lord- 
ſhip will plainly, ſee the neceſſity of 
ſuch a meaſure, as well as your memo- 


e 1 . 4 ; h - 1 


C. VxuZRI. Fp. 
A 31 J. W. WILL AUME. , 
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OUR Lordſhip's memorialiſts 
ſtate, that out of reſpect to com- 
mand whereſoever placed, and wiſhing to 
avoid the evil hinted at in the 8th ar- 
ticle, have only examined four companies, 
to which they could get acceſs without 
difficulty, but they have no doubt but 
that the other four companies ſtand in 
the ſame predicament, and this circum- 
ſtanee they leave to your Lordſhip's in- 
veſtigation. But'if the ꝓaymaſter had 
not been commanding officer, they 
would have proceeded in a much more 
peremptory manner. 


AN D your Lordſhip's memorialiſts 
further repreſent, that they are by no 
means ſatisfied with the mode of car- 
08 C ryiog 


[ 218 } 


rying onthe ſtock-purſe*, for when they 
have demanded the inſpection of it, they 
have been-put off by unaccountable de- 
lays and frivolous excuſes, and at laſt 
have been told they ſhould only ſee it in a 
manner dictated by the Paymaſter him- 
ſelf, vis. at a full meeting of the Cap- 
tains, which is a mode ſo tumultuous, 
that they cannot examine it in a ſatis- 
factory manner, or to any purpoſe; 
whereas they think. they have, or any 
Captain has a right to ſee the ſtock- 
purſe account, in like manner as they 
would a Banker's account. They re- 
preſent this eoduct to your Lordſhip 
as extremely extraordinary; they are 
thereby unable to ſatisfy ſuch doubts as 
they entertain; and do inſiſt on the li- 
berty of ſeeing the ſtock - purſe account 
whenever they pleaſe. | 


2 * # , 1 1 8 "4 


* N. B. By ſtock- purſe is not meant the Kock 
purſe as in the army, but a regimental purſe ariſing 
from the ſurplus of money received for finding ſub- 
ſtitutes, and the voluntary an of the field 
officers and captains, * 


* 
* 
— — 


' 4 


% Your 


EE BE 

* YouR Lordſhip's memorialiſts have 
likewiſe been told that they have not ful- 
filled ſome engagements, reſolved on 
in aid of the ſtock-purſe. They beg 
leave to obſerve, that they are under no 
ſuch engagements to the paymaſter, 
but that they are ready to perform any 
promiſes they have made to your Lord- 
ſhip, whenever the ſtock - purſe ſhall ap- 

pear to be exhauſted. Ph | 

— — 
Ir muſt be confeſſed that perhaps 
the memorial, and particularly the 
prayer of it, was not drawn up with 
that caution that characterizes profeſ- 
ſional drafts, which was not thought 
neceſſary, conſidering to whom it was 
addrefled, eſpecially as a more general 
exhibition of the caſe would of courſe 
take place, whenever the Colonel, ſa- 
tisfied with the facts under preſent diſ- 
covery mentioned in the memorial, 
ſhould order the regimental accounts, 
hitherto refuſed, to be produced, in or- 
der to ſubmit the whole of the caſe to 
"_w court of inquiry. d beg 


C 2 SOMETIME 
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- SoMETIME afterwards, the memori- 
alifts preſented to their Colonel, the fol- 
lowihg diſgraceful fact, reſpecting Mr. 
Whitbred's Volunteer company, which 

l not egg 8 ed r _— 


This ny was atteſted to W 
for three years only. Soon after they 
joined the regiment they were in- 
duced to ſign an inſtrament, not know- 
ing the contents, under pretence of 
its being a roll of their names to be 
ſent to Lord Offory:; but which was 
for the purpoſe of extending their 
time of ſervice beyond their firſt en- 
gagement. At the expiration of three 
years, an attempt was made to enforce 

this inſtrument thus fraudulently ob- 
tained, but the attempt was defeated. 

by the, firmneſs of the men, who re- 
fuſed, as they termed it, to be preſſed 
into the ſervice. Such were the appre- 
henſions of theſe ſoldiers, that, fearing 
an acceptance of the King's money 
might engage them afreſh, they abſo- 
lutely refuſed to take their ſubſiſtence, 
and one part of the company, whoſe 


time 2 85 not expired, actually ſub- 
** [ | ſiſted 


141 
ſiſted the other, hoſe time had expired, 
by a voluntary ſubſcription amongſt 
themſelves; nay, their virtuous punc- 
tuality was ſuch, that a detachment 
23 miles off, raifed their milerable quota 
of ſubſiſtence, to a Corporal reſiding 
with the body of the Regiment; fo the 


purpoſe of diſtribution, and ſent it by a | 


comrade.” | 
Car: . M. incloſed the memorial to 
Lord Ofary, Angel with th and 
wine 935 
wal. .1 its: . Tingrith, Sept. 
I! | I 1782. | 
820 f. « My Lond., > = th 
have obtained a ſhort have of ab- 
40 ſence from the Regiment, for the pur- 
poſe of preſenting to your Lordſhip 
* the ſtate of a caſe; the diſcovery of 


* which, has fallen to my lot very inju- 


"i rioufly, as it has oeeaſioned to me in- 
finite trouble and anxiety, which I 


* am determined ſhall be ſuperſeded by 


% my ſenſe of honour, and the duty I 


owe to your Lordſhip. I mean only 


* * o ſtate the fact, and leave your Lord- 
en C 3 «« (hip 


No. I. 
Capt, W. 
to Ld. O. 


[ 22 ] 


te ſhip to find out the perfon accuſable. 
* I ſhould have been happy to have 
% found your Lordſhip at Ampthbill 
*« Park, in which caſe I might proba- 
e bly have been able to add ſome ex- 
* planation, but am now reduced to 
% the neceſſity of contenting myſelf 
with ſending the memorial, aſſiſted 
te by ſome addenda, which I have an- 
% nexed in lieu of a perſonal confer- 
* ence. Your Lordſhip muſt naturally 
„ ſuppoſe, that great heats and difſen- 
tions muſt prevail amongſt the par- 
* ties, which nothing but your Lord- 
 * ſhip's preſence can reſtrain. Your 
« Lordſhip will no doubt ſee the ne- 
ce ceſſity, for the ſake of the good order 
«« of the regiment, and the quiet of in- 
e dividuals, that your Lordſhip ſhould 
immediately come to the Regiment, 


* and ſet on foot an enquiry into the 


ce truth of the caſe. Your Lordſhip 
„will be ſo good as to acknowledge 
s the receipt of the memorial, and fa- 
„ your me with your Lordſhip's ſenti- 
* ments and intentions; and I truſt 
« that your Lordſhip will believe myaſ- 


15 e, when 1 0 that I act from 
* no 


f 


tt no other motives than thoſe of ne 
« and integrity.” I am, t 


Mr Lob, &c. 


J. W. W. 


; Sept. 26th, 1782. 
« OIR,. + ic 

I yAvE juſt received your letter in- 
te clofing the memorial, figned by Sir 
« Charles Field and yourſelf, upon which 
« I can make no comments at preſent, 


« but ſhall take care that the matter 
„ ſhall be duly inveſtigated. 


« Tam, Se. | 


UprER OssoRY.“ 


« P. S. I ſhould be glad to know in 
what mode you, yourſelf, would pro- 

© pole this matter to be examined and 
««. judged upon: Do you propoſe bat J 

«« ſhould finally determine upon it, or that 
it ſhould be referred to an indifferent 
C4 « perſon 


No. II. 


OW 


Capt. W 
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*«-perfon-or perſons; or do you inean to 
make it a matter of public enquiry.” © 


. To 0 Capt. W. replied, 1 That, 
e to avoid the violence of a public court 
© martial, he would wiſh the matter 
* to be inveſtigated before a private 
* court of enquiry, confiſting of the gene- 
1a and field officers of the camp at 
. «© Danbury *. No anſwer baing return- 
ed to this letter, the nen Ow 


* — b Dee . | 544 8 | 8 
| Danbury Camp, 
| | OA. 8th, 1762. 

e eee eee 4 

No. III. Wes flattered ourſelves that your 


Cap ng W. to Lordſhip having received the memo- 


Ld O. * rial, ſent to you by Captain Willaume 
* and a very prefling letter on the occa- 
% ſion, would by this time have favour- 


«ed us with e n 8 W 


* 
6 1. 1 * MM. 59 


= «x7 B. 57 private court of e e =_ 
that the door ſhould be ſhut, and the written evi⸗ 
dence of the men ſhould be allowed as ſufficient, 
= * * ſhould be contiovertec. 

bj 4 ö ce OUR 
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- £,Qux fituation is intolerable, and 
©:ygur.. Lordſhip's abſence cruelty in 
„% the extreme; we therefore intreat 
that your Lordſhip will either attend, 
or favour us with a letter of refuſal. 
The falſe muſter complained of was 
« wilful, we have no doubt, and your 
* Lordſhip. muſt ſee the neceſſity of an 
% engquiry,: in order to prove our own 
** innocence, and to find out the real 
* author of ſuch a diſgraceful practice, 
and to determine the other matters 
1 contained in the memorial preſented 
* to your Lordſhip.” 


Sin C. F. and Capt. V. ſoon! after 
received an anſwer, to their propoſal 


1 the wg of ms to be 
adopted. | 


Farmingwoods, 
10th Oct. 1782. 


* Six, [9% Mot ant J 

«5 can by no means approve of the re- 
te ference or enquiry, you propoſe to be 
_ * bad at Danbury, I think that mode 


too public for private enquiry, apd a 
«© More 


No. IV. 
Ld O. to 
Capts F. & 
W. 


1 26 J 
** more private will not preclude a 
public one, if you chuſe to puſh it, 
or if Major Moore chuſes it for his 
« own ſatisfaction; my opinion it, that 
« a” ſatisfattory explanation may be ob- 
mM _ among our ſelves, by adopt- 


F Is Sa 


« jnſtead of heat and a ſpirit of cavil. 
When the regiment goes into winter 
quarters, I ſhall be willing to attend 
te and endeavour to bring about ſuch 
« an explanation, and if it cannot be 
done, let a real public enquiry take | 
OY place. 


„IND Major Moore has not ſeen 
* or had a copy of your memorial, 

© which I am ſurprized at, and if you 
* have a copy, you ſhould furniſh him 
« with it grew 1 


O receipt of this Miner, Capt. V. 
ſent the following anſwer: c 


L If ] 


1 4 of ad Dia Danbury Camp, 
au. October , 1782. 
1 Loxb, 

4 1 HAVE, received your Lordſhip's 
10 letter, diſapproving of the reference 
* propoſed by me, and containing your 
* Lordſhip's opinion, that the ſubjeR 
of the memorial ſhould be inveſtigat- 
40 ed when the regiment ſhall arrive in 
« winter quarters. In all which, I 
10 with pleaſure ſubmit to your Lord- 

« ſhip's ſuperior judgment. I took the 
liberty of propoling a private en- 
% quiry, in order to avoid the heat and 
violence attending a public one, and 
J mentioned the commanding officers 
here as proper arbitrators, | out of 
pure impartiality, | believing that they 
et are men of too much honour to be 
* warped in-their judgment, and that. 
tan injunction of privacy would be 
* to them as binding as an oath. The 
* imputation of a falſe muſter is to a 
#* regiment, the ſame as an imputation 
of diſhoneſty to an individual, and 
any officer withholding from his Co- 
n "Tonel any diſcovery of falſeneſs, would 
þ «© he 


2s 1 


« be. deemed a partner in the guilt 


«which he conceals. The act of par- 
* Jiament expreſsly ſpecies, that the 
« non-effeQve account ſhall be made 


«xp according to the muſter rolls, 


d αhbich muſt therefore be chaſte, there 
* being no ather teſt of the juſt pay- 

«© ment of the ſubſiſtence of the Re- 
„ eruits. Other acts of the legiſlature 
* have taken care, that the com pleateſt 
p evidence of the facts to be recorded, 
<" ſhall be in the poſſeſſion of the Com- 
*© manding officer: | Notwithſtanding 


„this, Men are returned to govern- | 


% ment, as inrolled in your 'Lordſhip's 
66 regiment, at a time when they were 
actually ſerving in other regimeats, 


% ori even not in the kingdom: Is it not 


* a diſcuſſion fit for your Lordſhip to 
40 enquire uhy this is done ? Why: falſe 
returns are made, when true ones 
*© are actually on the table? the abuſe 
a Wat. AY ie evident. 


+3 > 


if] ; 4 1 f * * +, 


| PTY cannot belp taking action: Us 


t ſome. ex preſſons in your Lordſhip's 


letter, by which your Lordſhip ſeems 
510 o. eludee the caſe, by inſinuat- 


1 “ing 


— 
— 
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ite ing that Sir Charles Field and my 
«* ſelf, ate deficient in calmneſs and 
« liberality; the very contrary is the 
«caſe; we have exhibited both, 
«though in return we have experi- 
% enced none. Eiberality would Have 
« whiſpered, - that, pending à pro- 
« ceſs, all violent meaſures ſhould be 
«© xyoided, yet fince the delivery of 
te our memorial, command has been 
* carried higher than ever the late 
«Lord Taviſtock preſumed to carry it, 

* or than your Lordſhip would think 
« of, if preſent, We think we have 
« teſtified our liberality, by candidly 
ee explaining our diſcovery, by pro- 
feſſing the ſteps we meant to take 
* to enquire into the cauſe; we think 
© we have teſtified. our calmneſs by 
ec ſubmitting to the moſt infernal ſla- 
every a Man can be reduced to, A 
e mean that of ſubmitting to a ty- 
* ranny, the legality of which he de- 


«© Tam, Ge. 


& > «4 7 58 
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„PP. S. I THOUGHT it premature 

* to deliver the memorial to Major. 
% Moore, till I had your Lordſhip's 

* anſwer; beſides it was immaterial, . 

% as I acquainted Mr. M. with the 

« purport of it before I ſet out to . 

« ſent it to you ae. F 


Tais letter . the letter l- 
lowing : 3 


_ Otober 13, 1782. | 

. six, 
« FOR the purpoſe of ſettling the 
7 proceeding upon the buſineſs in queſ- 
e tion, I will meet you on V edneſday 
„ next, about fix o'clock in the even- 


« ing, at the Crown at Hockerill, which 
I take to be about 20 miles at moſt 
from Danbury. I have wrote to Ma- 
2 jor Moore to meet me there alſo. 


ids 1 am, &c. 
© UPPER OsSORY. 
| I conſequence of this letter, Sir C. | 
F. and Capt. V. attended Colonel Ld. 


Ofory at Hockerill, and there fully ex- 
plained 


& 32 J 
plained themſelves to his Lordſhip, in 
conformity to the ſpirit of the prayer 
of their memorial, when they think, if 
ever the ſigns of conviction appeared in 
the face of any man, they certainly ap- 
peared in the features of his Lordſhip. 


SooN after parting with his Lordſhip 
that evening, they wrote a letter to his 
Lordſhip, defiring they might have the 
ſtock-purſe arcount, or a copy of it, 
which was neceſſary to the elucidation 
of the ſubject: And, on another inter- 
view the next morning, his Lordſhip 
conſented to their having the ſtock- 
purſe account ſent them (which they 
conceived they had a right to aſk for, 
having ſubſcribed thereto, for the honor 
of the regiment). On their arrival 
therefore at camp, they ſent to the Ma- 
jor for it, or a copy, who refuſed it, 
but offered a ſight of the account in his 
Tent, which could by no means anſwer 
the purpoſe of their enquiries. Capts. 

Sir C. F. and V. therefore wrote to 
acquaint Lord O. with this refuſal, 

* contrary to the promiſe underſtood 
" be received at Hockerill, and to b 


for 


| 
bl 


TY 


for fear of future miſunderflandingy 
"to have an anſwer in writing, -T 
which they received the note : follow- 
ing : 


i 


0. 5 1782. BF: 
Monday Evening. 


25 VII. 0 Lord Of will be in camp to- 

E &© morrow morning, and then will give 

and W. Captains Willaume and Sir Charles 
« Field an anſwer in writing, to their 
* letter which he enen r 


5 


| On receipt of the above note, ce 

| Sir C. E. and V. began to ſuſpe& that 
they ſhould not meet with” that de- 

| fire of thorough inveſtigation of the 
matter with which they flattered thetn- 

ſelves on the firſt opening of the buſi- 

neſs to Lord O. and therefore thought 
proper to addreſs his ara apa” in the 


Ny terms: 
In | IWw .105 1 
| ITVE- + . | A gre” + vg 
241004. 178 2. 
b Lok B, 5 75 


* 


Pa 'SIR Charles Field and wyſelf, * 
* « Jeave to repreſent to your Locdlhip, 
a oy that 


* I 


=o 


te that we were in great hopes that your 

„ Lordſhip would have enforced that 
* part of our memorial which was in 
© your power, viz. where we inſiſt on 
« having a copy of the ſtock - purſe, or 
*« the original. We are, by the refuſal, 

* unable to elucidate ſuch doubts as 
we entertain; and which, if they 
„ ſhould prove as we ſuſpect, will a- 
* mount to charges. We cannot exhi- 
« bit. them as charges, till ſuch time as 
tee are in poſſeſſion of the ſtocł-purſe, 
* as ſuch a proceeding would be uncandid 
* and dangerous on our parts, We aſk . 
* nothing of your Lordſhip, but impar- 
e tiality, and requeſt you will give us 


e this inſtance of it. We agree, if the 


* original is to be ſent, that ſome per- 
*« ſon ſhall be preſent on the part of the 
% Paymaſter. We underſtood that your 
* Lordſhip aſſented to this requeſt, in 
* anſwer to our application at Hocker- 
, and, we believe, were not miſ- 
** taken. And we take the liberty of 
« acquainting your -Lordſhip, that the 
* doubts mentioned to be entertained . 
by us in our memorial, re ſpecting the 
*« ſtock-purſe, muſt” be enquired into 
Tha, D before 


| 1 34 ] 
e before the court, in the form of 
| ons, by a continuance of the im- 
_ *:pediment above alluded to, we are 
0 prevented from bringing them forward 
in a more cognizable form. We like- 
, wiſe. acquaint your Lordſhip, that 3 if 
any neu matter ſhould ariſe in the Pro- 
„ greſo of rhe byfineſt, we ſhall alſo in- 
Y veſtgate that oak the DEFRA w. 


We abe, Sc. 
M Is ©, x 
I. . d e. 


At thiz, period Sir C. F. and Capt. 
M. had an interview with Lord O. I 
propoſed to refer the matter to a meet- 
ing of the Captains of their Regiment, 
which they did not confent to, con- 
_ fdering it as inadequate for very ob- 
vious reaſons. Lord O. then ſaid, he 
wiſhed to have it referred to the Opinion 
of an Officer in the General's Suite, | 
| which they did not conſent to, as being 
too weighty a matter for any one per- 
ſon to decide upon; and obſerved, that 
„ 7 _ 


E . We” is 
nme Tourt of ' enquiry was the object of 
their defire. At the ſame interview, 
Captain V. meritjoned his defire of hav- 
ing the Book of monthly returns, but 
he would not trouble his Lordthip, by 

applying to him in writing, on ſo tri- 
vial an occaſion; And underſtood from 
Lord O. that his requeſt was reaſonable. 

| FRE next morning Captain W. wrote | 
to o this Serjeant Major. 


ei [ 
e197 60 | Dianbury Camp, 
8 we”? Oct. 19, 1782. 


« Oran Willaume deſires to know No. IX. 
& of the Serjeant Major, why he did not rs, Bene 


the Sergt. 
70 ſend the Book of ON returns as Midee.. 


6 *he promiſed,” s 
| oe received 1 anſwer ſubſcribed. 


„ aſked the Major for it yeſterday, 


1 1 fait Captain Willaume might ſee it 
| * 5 bis Tent,” 15 


* . 
of 116 1 | 


RY Sir C. F. and 7 ; bias 8080 | 
to perceive that they had not only the 


* but alſo their Colonel to 
|  .Dz _- - contend 
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contend with. A communication of 
the papers demanded was ſo evidently 
neceſſary to juſtice, that a direct refu- 
ſal could not be given, without avow- 
ing an intention to protect: An order 
from Ld O. would inſtantly have pro- 
| cured the papers, yet was this order 
withheld; and the Major, whoſe tation 
and various offices pointed him out as the 
perſon ſuſpected, whom Lord O. himſelf, 
conſidered as the accuſed, was permitted 
to retain all the evidence in his own 
hands. An inſpection of theſe papers 
was offered indeed by the Major in 
his own preſence; as if an accuſed was 
the proper perſon to be conſulted in 
preparing evidence of his guilt ; ſuch a 
communication could anſwer no pur- 
poſe, but to inform the Major what 
evidence was required, while the pro- 
duction of that evidence hereafter muſt 
depend on his honor. A refuſal by 
Captain W. and Sir C. F. to conduct 
an accuſation under theſe circumſtan- 
ces, will not be thought a departute 
from their memorial. They had in- 
deed addreſſed Lord O. as the Colonel of 
the Regiment, in full confidence that a 
| | 24 regard 


i & 


regard to his own honor would induce 
him to make a full inveſtigation, but 
they had no ſuſpicion they could find 
in his Lordſhip a friend to Mr. M. 
until the event of an impartial inquiry 
had proved him innocent. If their 
confidence in his Lordſhip's intentions 


had not been already ſhaken, the follow- 


ing letter muſt have opened their Eyes. 


Danbury Camp, 

83 O#. 22d, 1782. 
*« GENTLEMEN, 

J. have referred the Memorial to 
General St. John, who thinks, that 
* as the Memorial prays me to in- 
% quire, or cauſe inquiry, that I am 
« fully competent to inveſtigate this mat- 
fer alone, and report my opinion to 
„ him; but as I think a reference 
10 may be more ſatis factory, are you 
* willing to refer the matter of the 
© memorial to be examined by the field 
« officers of the Eaſt Kent and Weſt 
10 Suffolk, and their opipion to be final, 
cc and reported to the General? 


I am, Sc. | 
Hh Urrrx Ossokv. 
D 3 . 


CP 
« PS. As the matter of ihe Memorial 
e is the buſineſs at preſent in queſtion, 
44 ] ſee no neceſſity of ordering Cap- 
«© tains Sir Charles Field and Willaume 
ee acopy of the ſtock- purſe at preſent, nor 
do I admit that they have any right to 


« inſpect it in any other mode than the 


* uſual one. I anſwer the ſame with 
e reſpect to the Return book, the groſs 
&« amount of the company s non-effetive 
te account, I ſuppoſe is to be obtained 
* from the Agent.” 


Had Major M. dictated this letter, 
it is difficult to conceive how he could 
have varied any part of it to his own. 
advantage; Lord O. intimates his own 
competence to inveſtigate the ſubject 
alone; had this been openly infiſted 
upon, a refuſal on the part of Capts. 
Sir C. F. and . muſt have enſued, 
poſſibly a court martial might be de- 


manded; a reference therefore with 


their conſent is propoſed as more ſa- 
tisfactory, but moſt extraordinary rer 
ſtrictions accompany this propoſal. The 
Memorial haſtily drawn, intended as a 
mn 
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friendly communication, upon the firſt 
diſcovery of the abuſes, made to the 
Colonel as guardian of the honor of the 
regiment, in full confidence of his zeal 
to repreſs theſe abuſes, and to puniſh the 
authors, is narrowed to an Indict ment, 
and Capts. Sir C. F. and V. confined 
in their proofs to the letter of this 
paper, at the ſame time all docu- 
ments are withheld, as if the effect 
of the evidence within the reach of 
the accuſers had been weighed. They 
are told the groſs amount'of the nan- 
effective may be obtained from the 
Agent. His Lordſhip adds, I do Ai 
« admit their right to inſpect, &c.” 

if he himſelf could poſſibly have Shih 
reſt in reſiſting the demand. Capts. 
Sir C. F. and W. determined to accept 
the judicature propoſed, if his Lord- 
ſhip were willing to permit a full and 
free inquiry ; they accordingly wrote 
the following letter! 


l 


[ 40 .] 
Od. 1982. 
« My Lord, 
The Reference propoſed by your 
*« Lordſhip, is nearly the ſame as that 
* mentioned in a former letter from 


% me to your Lordſhip, which your 
« Lordſhip thought proper then to re- 


« fuſe. Notwithſtanding this, out of a 


* pure ſpirit of candour we will accept 
« of the Reference propoſed, objecting 
wy only to Colonel — —#*, becauſe 
« he is a Paymaſter, and for no other 
© reaſon; he muſt therefore be omitted, 
«© and with this difference, that two 


Captains, one from the Kent, and the 


* other from the Suffolk, be added to 
* make up the number originally men- 
* tioned by Captain V. but my Lord, 
„e expect that the ſame ſpirit of 
% candour ſhall be ſhewa to us; and 


* therefore we conſent on the follow- 


111 


* N. B. The gentleman alluded to was in all 
probability appointed before the prohibitory act took 
plact; but if not, a perfect reliance juſtly repoſed 
in his honor and integrity, would naturally make 


every officer acquieſce. ' 


66 ing 
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* ing condition: That the incloſed Ar- 
e ticles, agreeable to thei ſpirit of the 
«© Memorial, ſhall be conſidered as the 
« bafis for the Court of inquiry; that 
*© we have immediately a copy of the 
*« ſtock-purle, or the ſtock-purſe itſelf; 
the amount of the nons effective of 
* the whole Battalion, now profeſſed 
* to be in the hands of the Paymaſter 
% or Agent; the book of abſtracts of the 
* pay of each company; the Call-rolls 
of the other four companies, and the 
© copies of the rolls delivered into the 
„ Commiſſary general's office, m of 
*« which articles we can have by apply- 
* ing above, but we with to have them 
© here to expedite the buſineſs, and 
e any other paper, matter, or thing which 
% we may have occaſion for, though 
* not now recolle&ed, tending to the 
* fundamental inveſtigation of the queſ- 
* tion: That when we have reſolved 
* our doubts, by the inſpection of the 
* ſtock-purſe and other papers, we will 
* exhibit the charges that may ariſe 
* from our obſervations : That time be 
given before the court meets, for our 


having the documents demanded and 
© examining 


[ 42 ] 


© examining them. Upon theſe terms; 


* my Lord, we conſent : And with this 
4 condition likewiſe, that the court ſhall 


determine on the fingle queſtion, 


whether farther proceedings are ne- 
< ceflary, with reſpect to holding a court 
„martial, and upon whom. We think 
« weare extremely candid in conſenting 
to the ſame reference which was re- 


*© fufed before. We had not an idea that 


your Lordſhip would have taken a 
te part againſt us in not letting us have 
the ſtock-purſe, &c. which, if true, 
would ſurely bear the fight of any 
body, and is our undoubted right. If 
© theſe terms are refuſed, we will have 
* a. publick court of inquiry, or court 
% martial, and will throw ourſelves in- 
4 to the arms of the court to determine, 
in the firſt inſtance, whether we have 


not a right to the documents demand- 


ed, and eſpecially the ſtock-purſe, be- 
« ing neceſſary for elucidating the matter 
* in queſtion,” 


We are, Sc. / 


N. . Articles of inquiry were en- 
cloſed, warty" an expreſs ſtipulation of - 


inquiring 


A 
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inquiring into all abuſes now come to 
light, or which might appear before 
the holding of the court. | 


/ 


(Camp, 08. 22, "OY 
28 G7 NTLEMEN,. © 
* I ſhould be ſorry to be deficieati in 
% candour, but the Memorial alone is 
% what muſt firſt be inve/tigated and de- 
* termined upon. I therefore deſire to 
* know, whether you are willing to 
** refer the conſideration of it, in the 
manner propoſed this morning by me, 
* with the alterations of perſons. re- 
* quired by you. The documents re- 


* quired by you cannot be withheld, ' 


if thought neceſſary by the reference, 
for the elucidation of the memorial: 


J am, Ge. 
% UrrER Os80Rv.” 
The anſwer of Lord O. marks a 
ſteady adherence to his former plan, 


while the. phraſe © cannot be withheld,” 


Was 


e 


No. XII. 
Ld. O. to 
Sir C. F. 
and W. 
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was calculated to flatter them with the 
expectation of papers, without an en- 
gagement to deliver any. Capts. Sir C. 
F. and V. conſidering this as a refuſal 

of juſtice, and that nothing remained 
but an adverſe procedure, wrote the 
following anſwer : - | 


Camp, 22 OA. 1782. 
« My Lozp, ; 
« YOUR Lordſhip's anſwer is a po- 

e ſitive negative to our letter of this 
morning; and as we know we have a 
* right to the documents which we 
cc demand; and as we are convinced 
te that the withholding of them is an 
* evidence of guilt; we have not the 
leaſt idea of retracting from the pro- 

« poſitions contained in that letter. We 
« have now to acquaint your Lordſhip, 


« that we ſhall proceed as ſoon as Palſible 
*« to obtain a public court of inquiry, or 
* general court martial, as we may 
* think proper. As the preſent buſi- 
* neſs is become the public topick of 
e converſation, we ſhall think ourſelves 


0 « obliged to F the proceedings, 
cc as 


I 
„ og far as .they are gone, in our own 
cc « juſtification.” 


\ | 855 
« Weare, Ce. 


No ſooner, is a public inquiry pro- 


feſſed, than Lord O. conſtitutes him-. 
ſelf the ſole judge, and ſummons Sir. 
C. F. and Captain V. to proceed, 
knowing from their letter that they 


were not poſſeſſed of the neceſſary do- 
cuments from the public offices, and 
he himſelf withholding the copies, 
which were with the regiment, equally 
authentic. The teſtimony of witneſſes 
could only be obtained with certainty 


before a tribunal, having competent 
authority to compel an attendance, or 
poſſibly this defect might have been 
cured by the authority of the Colonel, 
provided his Lordſhip had been ſincere- 


ly deſirous to obtain ſuch proofs: Un- 
der theſe circumſtances let the follow- 


ing letter ſpeak his Lordſhip's inten- 


tion. 


© LORD 


No. XIV. 
Ld. O. to 


Sir C. . F. 


and W. 


| No. XV. 
| Sir C. V. F. 
and W. to 


6. 


1 


Cain, Tiley ku. 
*« Lok D Ofry thinks proper to in- 
form Sir Charles Field and Captain 
6 Willaume, that he intends proceeding 
* on the conſideration of their memo- 


_ © fjal to-morrow morging at 10 Oclock 


it the Meſs- room, and ſhall be vety 
« willing to hear any evidence they may 
* think proper to 9 24 in fy pport of 


6. * their Charge.” 


855 te | de Tiley b. 


«© grR Charts Field 48d Captain Wil. 
cc Aue inform Lord Ofory, that they 


«© proteſt againſt the proceedings men- 


«tioned ih his Lordſhip's s laſt letter, 


„ and will not attend. They adhere 


cc to their letter of this day.“ 


Tur next morning about 10 o'clock 
the Adjutant came to them, and inform- | 


ed them that Ld. O. waited their at⸗ 


tendance; to which they anſwered, that 
Lord 0. certainly * not have re- 
ct ceived. 


I J 


ceived their letter of the laſt night, 
and there muſt be ſome miſtake, They 


therefore wrote the following letter. 


1 | «;1 Camps 23.08: er 
N Mx Loxp;. 
415 WE received a letter from your No. XVI. 

. Lordſhip laſt night, mentioning that nar hc 

your Lordſhip would attend this 14. O. 

„ morning at 10:o'clock, to hear what 

evidence we had to produce in ſup- 

“ port of our memorial, to which let- 

ter we anſwered immediately, that 

« we proteſted againſt any ſuch pro- 

e ceedings, and would not attend; but 

© that we adhered to our former letterof. 

«yeſterday. We apprehend that the let- 

tt ter alluded to, has not reached your 

% hands, but repeat, that we have not 

altered our ſentiments, and will not 


ger attend for any * ane 1422 61 {> * 


OF N FJ Pentris Field. 
1 518 . 2 


b 1 P64 . AJ; 1 * £4 1 48 ® is 34 4 


Sin C. F. and Capt. een 
ae but were immediately put un- 


der 


* r \ > * 
0 


| [48] 

der arreſt by Ld. O. for diſreſpe& to 
their Colonel, and 6 of or- 
ders. a} * | 194! 


Ir ſuch open 3 required a com- 
ment, his Lordſhip's harangue to the 
ſoldiers may explain his motives. For 


the Captains were no ſooner put un- 


der confinement than Lord O. aſſem- 


| 9 85 bled the ſoldiers, and forming a cir- 


cle, informed them, that Mr. M. the 
Major, was of all Men the moſt ho- 
nourable and honeſt (to which the Ma- 
jůor aſſented by a very low bow) and that 
the confined Captains were diſturbers of 
the — of the ee or to that 
| 2 (731 n 


er Id 


IP ARTIAL obſervers will regard 
this conduct of his Lordſhip as very 
extraordinary, before the validity of the 
charges exhibited had been examined; 
they will ſee that this was not the pro- 
per conduct of an impartial and unbiaſ- 
| ſed Colonel of a Regiment. They vill 
be apt to ſuſpe& that the arreſt of the 
Captains way not reſolved upon for the. 
| ſake of enforcing rigorous military diſ- 
1517 | cipline, 


1 @ ] 
dipline, a meaſure, of all others, the 
moſt foreign to the character of the 
Earl of O. but with the intention of | 
ſuppreſſing the inquiry into the abuſes 
of the Regiment. 


Six C. F. and Captain V. received 
frequent hints, that an apology to Ld. 
O. would produce them inſtant releaſe ; 
but they juſtly thought, that a refuſal to 
attend Ld. O. as a ſelf erected judge, was 
no diſobedience to military orders, or 
diſreſpect to a military ſuperiar. They 

remained therefore a conſiderable time“ 
in their confinement, refuſing to make 
any apology, and were determined to 
ſtand their Trial. They were not how- 
ever ſupported. in this opinion by their 
friends in the Camp. The fact of diſobe- 
dience was alone attended to, and the 
diſtinction made by the Captains, either 
nat perfectly explained, or ſufficiently 
noticed. At length, tired with the cloſe 
confinement, and not able to ſtem the 
torrent of miſinformed public'opinion, 


Er — — — 5 n 2 
PFifteen or ſixteen days, though. within Uirey 
miles of London. 


nim *? WE they 


No. XVII. 
Sir C. V. F. 
and W. to 
Ld. O. 
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they took the reſolution, in deference 


to the judgment of others, to make an 
bal in · the terms * 10 e 


. . * * « d . 1 
* * — 


Danbum Camp, 
31ſt 08. 1782. 


9 plc peg RRV 
P the offence bt which: x we are 
* uader àn arreſt, is for not attending 
ydut Lordſhip at the Meſs-houfe, you 
vill permit us to ſay, as officers, bear 
ing his Majeſty's Arms, that we did not 
% conceive ſuch non-attendance at the 
time, to be in the fmalleſt degree any 
v diſrefſpect to your Lordſhip, or a diſ- 


40 


l obe diene to military orders (a thought 


«the fartheſt from bur intention). Ir 
"we "are wrong on that ground, and 
<fych*condu@ bears the leaſt idea of 


. *ſych pre rm mane in u 


; * ran 260991 


2 2 01 — 701 * ads 
N. 5 The learned i 8 — vill detes- 
mine, whether the Colon of a Regiment is autho- | 
Tizedto ſet up a tribunal-to try cauſes, and-confine | 
his Pn for * ee his Jun rsbic- 
. | _— 7. tf 
* 1 2 mind 
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„wied, it was; an innocent, and not 

an intentional act on our part. And 

had we perfectly underſtosd the na- 

ture of our offence, we ſhould have 

*« taken; this ſtep ſooner, As gentle- 

% men, therefore, ever willing to ſup=  «< 

port that character, and conſcious of 
your Lordſhip's ſuperior rank, we are 

ready to make every poſſible apology 

to your Lordſhip in perſon, for ſuch 

** our refuſal, in order; to remove from 

% your Lordſhip's mind, any the leaſt 

7 idea we ever had of meeting, at your 

Lordſhip's hands, ſo ſevere a puniſn- 

ment, as we have already ſuffered. 

Me have dhe . to be, Ge. 


„Jie Gondor CL. 
Tus * was drawn up each a 

third perſon. The Captains ſcarcely 
road the contents when they ſigned it; 

they ſaw however, that ĩt was a daſtard- 
ly puſilanimous confeſſion of a crime | 
af which they were not guilty, and de- 
clared themſelves aſhamed of the pro 
ceeding. They had hardly ſent their 
apology, expreſs. to Ld, O. when they 
received the moſt flattering account of 
the ſtrength of their — from their 
"IL E2 friends © 
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friends in London, and particularly from 
the opinion of their learned advocate, 
conſulted in the caſe, who treated with 
contempt the imputation of military 
diſobedience, and thought that the 
*« ſingle difficulty in adviſing Captain 
«« Sir C. F. and Capt. V. aroſe from 
« their improvident apology, when the 
inevitable event of a court martial, 

* muſt-have covered their accuſer with 


” | Þ 


**aaxifuſion and — | 


The ebe ute of Lord O 


might poſſibly have excufed a depar- 


No. XVIII. 


Ld. O. to 
Sir C. V. P- 
and W. 


ture from their apology; but having 
once taken that ſtep, they deemed them 
ſelves bound in honour to perſevere. 
au dw nn 46; VN 00s: An 
72 I nactor 4 ju Ke 
$56 8 anvo wall wy. v 
or «I CAN at preſent make no-anſwer 
* to! your offer of an apology, as Þ 
© could have done, had it come at an 
early and proper time. After ſo 
«« many days had elapſed, without any 
ſuch ſignification, I thought proper 


«to pr ali — ah to order 


46 \ 
#214 k * * 
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« a general court martial for your Trial, 

< and until I hear from his Lordſhip, 
% which I hope will be ſhortly, you 
% muſt neceſſarily be kept in ſuſpence, 
„ becauſe I imagine the buſineſs to be 
now out of my hands. 


«Iam Gentlemen, 
dee 4 b. a . cc 15517 Se. 
ern Ossokv.“ 


SoME days afterwards Ld. O. came 
to camp, where the Deputy Judge Ad- 
vocate had alteady-arrived for the pur- 
poſe of conducting the trial. The bri- 
gade major called on the confined cap- 
tains, and acquainted them that their 
trial was fixed for the next day at ten 
o'clock; but that they might have li- 
berty from the General, to have a pre- 
vious meeting with the Judge Advo- 
cate, in Which offer they thought pro- 
per to acquieſce, though they did not 
comprehend the full meaning of ſuch an 
indulgence. They accordingly waited 
ne Judge Advocate, when the fol- 
Solos EZ lowing 


. 1 
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lowing conference paſſed between the 
parties. The Judge Advocate expa- 
tiated very largely on the diſagreeable 
nature of courts martial, that even be- 
ing brought to ſuch a court, though 
innocent, was a reflection. That the 
captains would be tried for ſeveral diſ- 
obediences to the Major as well as to 
| Ld. O. to which they anſwered, that in- 
_ deed the charges were ſhamefully gene- 


ral, and wouldadmit of any accumulated 
accuſation, but that they entertained 


no idea of ie e n. by any body 
but * O. 


Tur Judge Ae "ow tun 
their memorial, and defired to enter 
into a diſcuſſion of the articles there 
mentioned, which the Captains thought 
foreign to the purpoſe, and therefore 
refuſed, but at laſt acquieſced in giving 
him a full explanation of their cauſe. 
The Judge Advocate then produced an 
apology for the Captains to ſign, to the 
following effect: That they were 
* ſorry for having given any offence to 
i Lord Ofory, but that they had no 
intention to offend.” Under this 


:-!  -. apology 


[5 1 


_ apology was written weunſafilen,: „That 
„% they did not, on inveſtigation, find 
<« that the abuſes of which they com- 
4 plained were of ſo groſs a nature as 
te they had at firſt ſuſpected, and that 
e therefore they would give up all far- 
* ther inquiry on that ſubject, (or 
to that purport). The Captains now 
thought they ſaw the real drift of the 
_ arreſt, and anſwered they were very 
willing to make an apology to Lord 
Ofory, which they did not deſire to 
retract, but on the contrary were wil- 
ling to increaſe it, as they actually 
did in the handſomeſt manner; though 
they begged it might be well under- 
ſtood, that they were not ignorant of 
the ſtrength of their caſe, and that the 
accuſation had not a leg to ſtand upon; 
but that with reſpect to any compromiſe 
about the regimental abuſes, they would 
never conſent to it, and would rather 
undergo a thouſand courts martial, and 
therefore deſired they might withdraw 
in order to prepare for their trial. 
The judge Advocate now began to re- 
cede from his propoſal of annexing a 
| compromiſe, an and at laſt declared his 
Wi þ E 4 opinion, 


No. XIX. 
Capt. John- 
ſon to Sir 
C. V. F. 

and W. 


a 


opinion, that the apology would be 


accepted in the terms propoſed by the 
Captains. They then withdrew, in ex- 
pectation of the reſult of theſe proceed 
ings, and ſeveral hours after received 
an apology for them to ſign, to which 
they annexed a voluntary addition to the 
following purport, That they wiſhed 
* to add, that even if they had been ac- 
«« quitted honourably by a court martial, 
* they would ſtill have made the ſame 


«© apology for having been ſo unfortu- 


4e nate as to raiſe ſuch a ſuſpician i in 


„ his ene s breaſt.” 


After ms nel they a a 
note by the Judge Advocate as fol- 
* in | 
: 1 4 55 8 A * | | 
: «Will-you refer the matter of he 
*« memorial to be inveſtigated and de- 


* cided upon, by a field officer and 


« two Captains, or ſuch other refe- 
« rence as the General ſhall appoint ?”: 


[ * 1 


ANSWER. 1 


"Nag Mn. — , 
Sr R, 


* In anſwer to your note concerning No. XX. 


a reference we beg leave to obſerve, N wang, 


W. to 


*« that we ſhould wiſh, if poſſible, to Capt. J. 


« have time to conſult our friends in 


London, without whoſe advice we 


have almoſt promiſed to take no ſtep; 
« we are extremely ill and oppreſſed 
t with anxiety, and wiſh to diſcharge 
** our minds of the preſent load as ſoon 
1 as poſſible. We do not mean abſo- 
* Jutely to refuſe the reference. pro- 
„ poſed ; but we rather wiſh it ſhould 
s conſiſt of the numbers mentioned in 
* one of Lord, Offery's letters, viz. 
„The greater part of the field officers 
„of the line, and a captain from the 
« Kent and Suffolk. We ſhould (till 
* rather wiſh it ſhould be inveſtigated 
**/by a reference of . perſons, named by 
Major General and Major 


* General —— We hope it is 


F< WR bes iPod rg we are not to be 
Router © bound 


38 


* bound down by our ill drawn, 
*.crude, indigeſted memorial. But that 
« we-ſhall be at liberty to exhibit ſuch 
« fate to the referees, as we ſhall con- 
«* cerve to be abuſes in the regiment. . 


e are, To; ns nog 7 


SCF OFT | NA 


"ve To Captain Johnſon.” 


The captains received no anſwer to 
the laſt letter, but the next morning 
their ſwords were returned. In a ſhort 
time after, the Adjutant came to them 
and ſhewed them the orders, which 
the General propoſed to give out that 
day, which mentioned the cauſe” of 
their releaſe, and contained à very 
ftrong admonition againſt future diſobe- 
diencr. The Captains told the Adju- 
tant, that they thought themſelves 
much obliged to the General, if by 
ſhewing them the orders of the day, 


previouſly to their publication, he 
t that they ſhould remonſtrate 


againſt 


19 1 
apainſt any expreſſion which they might 
think too harſh, and that indeed they 
thought the word ** ſubmrſſion” too 
ſtrong, and that it ſhould have been 
apology. The Adjutant anſwered, that 
he had no ſuch inſtructions, The 
Captains then obſerved, that ſurely it 
was time enough for them to ſee the 
orders when they came out, and that 
ſhewing them without any intention, 
ſuch as before ſpecified, was nothing but 
an inſult. The Captains however think 
they ſee the reaſon why they were ſo 
immediately admoniſhed again} future 
diſobedience, for ſoon after they received 
a freſh citation on the old un, is 


” 
"RI 


"I - : 
8 &% 


crit a 1 4 

fo oe Oss0ry defires' Mr. Smith No. XXI. 
«will acquaint Sir Charles Field and _— VF. 
« Captain Wi/laume, that he is now in and W. 
„camp with an intention of ſtating 
** the whole matter of the memorial, 
« and every thing relative to it, to the 
field officers, and two Captains of 
the two other regiments, or the 
v officers of our own corps, be does not 
NGO order 


[ 60 ] 


«© order *' the ' attendance of Sir C. F. 


„% and Capt. V. but ſuppoſes they will 
* attend, or otherwiſe will be conſider- 
te ed as declining to * the _ 
2 "tions: of their- memorial. A 

Tur Captains attacided 1 at cha Meſs- 
houſe, where they had a previous in- 
terview with Ld. O. in which his 
Lordſhip acquainted them, to their ut- 
ter aſtoniſhment, that he would pin 
them down to the letter of their me- 


morial, in contradiction to their declara- 


tion of the preceding evening, accord- 
ing to which they had accepted the re- 


ference on the terms of having a full 
and liberal inveſtigation, and that if 


they refuſed he would report them to 


the General. The Captains deſired to 


know what was the conſequence of be- 


1131 


ing reported to the General; That 


| perhaps, by ſuch a report, they might 


incur a worſe confinement, than the 


„ # 
| * 8 «47 > * f. 3 >» 
* & v—_—_ 


N. B. A plain confeſſion that the former or- 
der of attendance for the ſame © purpoſe could riot 
be maintained. 


11 Vide Letter No. XX. + Jas 4b Ba * 45 7 
tn One 


45 7 _— . - #4 a 205 
. ; 
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one from which they had juſt eſcaped. 
His Lordſhip refuſed to define the na- 
ture of ſuch report, and inſiſted that 
the /etter of the memorial ſhould be ad- 
hered to and entered upon immediately. 
The Captains proteſted that they were 
then unable to go into ſuch a matter, 
from their preſent illneſs, arifing from 
the vexation of mind which they had 
ſuffered, and begged at leaſt that the 
buſineſs might be poſtponed” till next 
morning, which would give them time 

to ſend an expreſs to London. "This 
requeſt wasabſolutely refuſed. The Cap- 
rains, as their laſt refuge, deſited their 
field officers might be called in, which 
was done, and they ſabmitted to their 
conſideration, That in contradiction & to 
the terms on which the Captains had ac- 
cepte®? the reference, their Colonel was 
now determined to pin thettrdown to the 
letter of their memorial, and threatened = 
to report. them to the General if they 
would not comply. That if they were 
poſſeſſed of any free agency, they would 


not conſent to have oo force of their 
N . 10 TR E A + 


4 4 1 * 7 . 


7 og BU 
L113 (ts 3 bond - 


„ Vide 3 No. XX. 
inquiry 


— 


% * 
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inquiry eluded by any ſubterfuge, but 


if they were liable to any military diſ- q 
obedience or diſpleaſure, they would 


try juſt what the Colonel pleaſed, but 


that they ſhould look upon the whole 
proceeding to be void, as they laboured 
under the coercion of a threat. . One 
af the referees gave it as his opinion, that 
it was a caſe of mere reference, and that. 
the Captains could incur; no military 
diſpleaſure. whatever. At this period 


another of the refetees obſerved, that 


the field officers had met for the pur- 
poſe of accommodating matters if poſ- 
fible, but not with a view of trying the. 
merits of the queſtion, to which pur» 
poſe, he did not think they were a com- 
petent court. Under theſe circumſtances 
the aſſembly was diſmiſſed. , The pub- 


lic . that day we the 


No. XXII. 
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"GENERAL ORDERS. 


" * 55 * Need 497 een dx 
32 Y#&1} © | Now: $4 1784+ 


0 Major-General. St.  Yobn- 1s ſorry. to 
« introduce i in | this ger bþ $ order, that he 
vo © hag 


[ 63 } 
e has received. a letter from, the Earl of 
«© Upper Offry,. ſetting forth that on 
* the, 26th of September, 1782, he re- 
40 ceived a memorial ſigned by Captains 
« Sir Charles Ventris Field and Wit: 
10 laume of his regiment, containing 
« a variety of articles and complaints, 
© ſome of which tended to affect the 
«« character of Major Moore, both as a 
„ commanding officer and Paymaſter 
« of. the Bedfordſhire , Regiment, and 
te deliring that his Lordſhip would. ins 
«©, quire, or cauſe to inquire inte the 
q = ſet forth in 5 55 memo- 


SF „ 


o « forth i in their memorial, they abſo- 
« « lutely declined it, and id their mes» 


5 *« morial tro, ul Fee ill 
„daun. 073,063. 9755 i 0 1 οπ,§,j//ꝗͥ 


3 n 
* Lord 22 likewite 3 — 4 that it 


* is the unanimous. opinion of all the 


«« officers of his regiment, except the 
. memorxialiſts, who have . heard the 
matter of the memprial Ratad//andl 


A 6c examined 


[ 64] 

te examined, that there is not the leaſt 
bod appearance of Major M. having 
&© been actuated by any improper mo- 
ee tive, either as an officer or gentle- 
man; and that they conſider the 
10 memorial to be frivolous and vexa- 
% tibus. e 

a ne of bebe 15 

1 As the matter of the memorial has 
« been ſo long known and talked of in 
te this camp, Major-General Sf. Jobn, 
* in juſtice to the character of Major 
% Moore, and for the ſatisfaction of the 
«corps in genkral, feels it as a duty in- 
* cumbent upon him, to animadvert 
* upon the conduct of officers, who 
v0 after preſenting | a memorial to their 
70 Colonel of a very ſerious nature, 
40 ſhould, contrary) to the prayer of their 
— own memorial, preſume to "refuſe 
going into a cbnfiderztion of it, in 
* order to inveſtigate the truth or fae- 
200 hood of ſuch WEE. 4 
21 ted} 2bb: eil * 01 | 
5 Ihe Captains begebe ö arte der 
the caſe never was officially exhi bited be- 
fore the General, that he had nevet heard 
both fides of the queſtion. That*the 
$29im mens cenſure 


11. 

cenſure contained in his orders is 
founded on a letter, ſaid to be received 
from Lord O. which does not ſtate 
the intire caſe, and quotes a mutilated 
part of a ſentence, conveying a mean- 
ing which the paragraph, given at large, 
would not warrant, for no mention is 
made that the meeting went off on ac- 
count of oneof the referee's obſervation; 
and as to the aſſertion that the Captains 
had pofitively declined proceeding, ſay- 
ing, that their memorial was crude, 1! 
drawn, and indigeſted, the whole pa- 
ragraph ſtands thus: We hope it is 
well underſtood we are not to be 
bound down by our ill drawn, crude, 
* indigeſted memorial, but that we ſhall 
« ge at liberty to exhibit ſuch fads to the 
7 referees, as we ſhall ane to be 
81 2 in our regiment. 


B this mode of not giving the 
whole of a text, the greateſt abſur- 
dities may be proved. The memo- 
rial was never meant to contain the 
whole of the caſe, and was, as is al- 
lowed, inſufficient for that Purpoſe. | 


Had ſuch an idea been entertained, the 
on 2 Captains 
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Captains would have employed ſome 
profeſſional perſon to draw it up with 
the greateſt circumſpection. The ſup- 
poſed opinion of the regimental officers, 
that the memorial was frivolous and 
vexatious, needs very little refutation: 
had they heard both ſides of the queſ- 
tion ? They never had examined the 
ſubject, or ever heard the evidence to 
ſupport the charge. The validity of 
their commiſſion being involved, ren- 
dered ſome of them parties. Their 
fituation in life, and deference to their 
Colonel, may apologize for their con- 
duct. But did Lord O. and Mr. M. 
deem the accuſation frivolous? If 
the accuſation were really frivolous 
and vexatious, would the broadeſt and 
. moſt copious inquiry have been ſtudi- 
ouſly avoided? Would the Colonel 
have taken ſuch extraordinary ſteps to 
ſuppreſs the inveſtigation ? Would the 
Judge Advocate have undertaken to en- 
ter into matter, foreign to his commiſ- 
ſion, and to endeavour to annex to the 
apology a promiſe, not to inquire any 
farther into the regimental abuſes? 
2 55 poſſible motive, conſiſtent with 


1 % 1 


a deſite of juſtice, can be ſtated, for 
withholding the papers neceſſary for 
elueidation ? And for circumſcribing 


the Captains in their charge? It will 


be ſtill more difficult to ſay, Why an 
inquiry at large was not inſiſted on, 
which, if there were no guilt, would 
make that innocence appear to the ſa- 
tis faction of all, and ſilence the accuſa- 
tion for ever. 


0 Tur N _— to add a few 
obſcrvativons—and firſt, that though the 
ſyſtem of military diſcipline is eſta- 
bliſhed on the wiſeſt principles, yet 
fuch is the nature of it, that the inferior 
is under the abſolute dominion of the 
ſuperior z they could not therefore im- 
pede the partial cenſure paſſed on them 
by the General, who might, had he ſo 

choſen, have made it ten times ſtronger. 
The object of all theſe proceedings can- 
not eſcape the obſeryation of the moſt 
undiſcerning. The intended effect has 
in a great meaſure been obtained; it 
was : impoſſible to bring forward the 
charges to a court martial at Daxbury, 
without encountering the prejudice 
ci „ Which 
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which ſuch military cenſures were cal- 
culated ib excite. Under all theſe accu- 
mulated difficulties, they did not think 
it prudent to commit their own honor, 
by demanding a court martial on ano-' 
ther, nor quite becoming in the mo- 
ment, when they had unwiſely conſent- 
ed, that the court martial on their own. 
conduct ſhould not . % 
Tur Captains are eien to confeſs, 
that they have been over-reached. . To 
confine them to the letter of their in- 
accurate memorial, was in itſelf ex- 
tremely artful,” as it enabled a partial 
judge to reject whatever might preſs 
hard on the accuſed. The correſpon- 
| dence of Ld. O. on a propoſed refer- 
ence, with the conſtant reſerve of his 
own competence to decide; his reſerve 
reſpecting the papers, which always af- 
forded the means of eluding their re- 
queſt; his final aſſumption of the of- 
fice of judge, and demand inſtantly to 
produce their evidence, when he him- 
ſelf withheld the papers with the regi 
ment, and when he knew. from their 
dae, they had not Nenn copies 


1 8.1 from 
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from the proper offices, were all meaſures 
calculated to prejudice the cauſe. The 
arreſt of the Captains, and plauſible im- 
putation of diſobedience, accompanied 
with a rigid confinement, produced an 
apology, which the friendſhip of the 
General improved to public cenſure: 
And Ld. O's ſubſequent report to 
General St. John, afforded a pretence 
for condemning, unheard, the charge 
and the accuſer, with all the authority 
that belongs to the ſtation of a Com- 


___ + mander” in chief. The Captains are 


conſcious of one falſe ſtep, in not petſiſt- 


ing to demand a trial; but, entangled b 


their unadviſed apology to Lord OfÞry, 
ſurptized by the haſty. meeting of 'a 
court without previous notice tu. them, 
and beſieged by friends in the camp, 
they had not the conſtancy to act upon 
their own judgment. The other events 
n coul * poſſibly foreſee. 110 ** 
bot z WN 17 5 , [109 G3 *©* 
>] Tur Cine ud e e 
did not deſiſt, being indeed of opinion, 
that an inquiry was now become more 
neceſſary than ever for the honor of all 
parties. In order to obtain thĩs object, 
= F 3 rey 


4 © 116 
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(79 J 
they ſolicited the interference of a Gen- 
tleman, whoſe rank in life, and ſitua- 
tion in the County of ' Bedford," placed 
him above all ſuſpicion of partiality, 
Through this mediation Ld. O. con- 
ſented that the /ubje# at large ſhould 
be inveſtigated before a Committee of 
deputy Lieutenants of the county, and 
in conſequence Captain V. wrote the 
Wen * to — . 25509 101 


170 rides 273 pF e en. 4 
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” »-, 4 * to me your Lordſhip's approbation of | 
e referring to a meeting of three depu+ 
* ty Lieutenants, confiſting of Sir George 

« Ofporn, Mr. Faux and Mr. Harvey, 

* the whole of the caſe, it was Sir Charles 

* Pield's and my deſire, to lay before 

« your Lordſhip ;- you will permit me 

s to communicate Sir Charles Field's and 

my thorough concurrence with the 

** propoſal of ſuch a meeting being held, 

** ſubmitting to you Lordſhip, whether | 

* it would not be more expedient to | 
* Fg the number of deputy Lieu» 
* 4 tenants 


EN 1 


te tenants from three to five, and hop- 
e ing, that, on account of the vouchers 
and evidence it will be neceſſary for 
* us to examine, that the meeting 
1 may be held at the Swan Inn at Bed- 
& ford. We are not, my Lord, inſen- 
*« fible to the obloquy under which we 
*« labour, ariſing from the partial cen- 
* ſure contained in the public orders, 
* under which we are content to re- 
* main for a time, being fully perſuad- 
© ed, that if it ſhould be found, that 
* we had ample grounds for the com- 
. plaint we had preferred, effeQual 
% means will be taken to remove ſuch 
* cenſure. We do not deſire to inter- 
s fere in any future proceedings which 
% your Lordſhip may think neceflary in 
* conſequence of the opinion of the de- 
puty Lieutenants, but ſhall leave them 
to the diſpoſal of thoſe Gentlemen 
We e e Long. | 


: Captaih . received . following 


anſwer. 


F4 SE 
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| Anpthill Port, 
; Dec. I, 1782, 
* Six, 


No. XXIV. . YOUR Brother delivered! to me 


9 40 your letter of the 26th of November, 


« and I think I already begin to per- 
* ceive that the reference upon which 
Sir George Oſborne and I talked, will 
not be more ſatisfactory than thoſe 
= g at Danbury, . Your expreſ- 
. *« ſion is, to lay the whole of the Caſe, 
it was Sir Charles. Field" s and your 
” « deſite to have laid before me, before 
* them: Thoſe. words are ſo general, 
* that there may be no end to trouble 

* and waſte of time, and it.is impoſſible | 
to call Gentlemen together for ſuch 
* a, purpoſe... Beſides, deputy Lieu- 
«« tenants, except Sir George, are only 
„competent to judge of matters rela- 
e tive to county buſineſs, and to that I 

* ſhould deſire to confine them. In 

«© ſhort, upon further conſideration, I 1 
* am of opinion, that the reference to 
394 


| | 
N. B. The two other Referees had been officer: 


in the Militia. 
7 e deputy 


* 


121 
te deputy Lieutenants would anſwer no 
*« purpoſe either to you or any one elſe, 
e and therefore I ſhall not propoſe to 
* them to meet upon the ſubject. 


IJ am, Ge. 


«© pPER Oss ORT.“ 


Six C. F. and Capt. V. cannot but 
expreſs their aſtoniſhment, that a refer - 
ence, thus ſolemnly acceded to, ſhould 
be broke off. They might now in- 
deed have demanded a court martial; for 
a court of enquiry, being a mere indul- 
gence, could not be expected where the 
hand of power was ſo much againſt 
them. But to demand a court martial 
would not only involve them in a con- 
ſiderable expence, but their own honor 
would be committed in proving the in- 
dividual guilty. That groſs and ſcan- 
dalous abuſes: exiſt, they have always 
profeſſed" themſelves ready to prove, by 
the moſt convincing evidence; to im- 
pute theſe abuſes to the agency of an in- 
dividual, is a meaſure of ſuch delicacy, 
n. 46 as 


F 


8! 

as in their own judgment required ſome 
previous enquiry. They do not profeſs: 
themſelves ſo far the champions of 
public. juſtice, as to make à direct 
charge without ſuch prior ſtep. Whe- 
ther the enquiry propoſed” has not been 
induſtriouſly evaded, the public ens 
decide, and by wen? ? | 


Tux Capts. Sir C. F. and V. think. 
they have diſebarged their duty, and if 
Lord O. has not diſcovered, in the 
cburſe of this 'bufine(s, that a u and. 
free inveſtigation was become as neceſ-! 
fary to his Lordſhip's vindication as to 
that of Mr. M. the Captains are con- 
tented, he ſhall enjoy all the ſatisfac- 
1 n ſuch a triumph can * ; 

ins el l | 

b. let W conceiving it ice 
tible with his profeſſions to continue 
any longer in a regiment, by no means 
anſwering his notions of a conſtitu- 
tional militia, thought proper to re- 

ſign his commiſſion, which he had f 
ſome time kept, merely for the 0 ö 


going thro the propoſed inveſtigation. 00 
When the late Marquis of Tovifock com- 
. | manded 


141 
manded theBedfordfbire Militia, the Re- 
giment was looked up to as à pattern of 
excellence, from the unremitted zeal and 
attendance of the Colonel, the rank and 
fortunes of the officers, and the honour- 
able principles on which the military 
arrangements were conducted. Per- 
haps the recollection of its former con- 
dition may have rendered Capt. . 
as well as Sir C. F. the more impatient 
of the preſent abuſes. N 3 04 Hh 


Capt. V. therefore reſigned; and 


on the acceptance of his reſignation 


ord 


I : 


- 
* 
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addrefled the following letter to L 


nb VINE IRE IS ga! 
W | ingrith, . 
wk . . December 6th, 1782. 
neee riot Hay ar AT 
I laſt night received your Lord- 
132TH TV EE: TRL ES | 4438... + 
1 ſhip's acknowledgment of the receipt 
« of my commiſſion, and acceptance 
teen. De 
4 of .my reſignation, for which 1 have 
20 1 K art & e 2 
0 ee 
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. ſervice, conſtitutionally exerciſed, * as 


dog a yp nid doit 4d ae eee 
+ Having ever regarded the militia 


L 76 J. 
< highly honourable, I ſhould not have 
been induced to quit it without ſub- 
t ſtantial reaſons; hich I beg leave to 
% ſubmit to yout Lordſhip. IH con- 
«© ceive that the appointment of Bat- 

*© talion Clerk, ſince the 18th Geol 3. 
c. 59. to a higher commiſſion than 
te that of Lieutenant, is incompatible 
and void; and that ſuch appointment 
eis liable to the moſt obvious abuſes, 
nor do I think an officer ſafe in act- 
* ing under a command which he 
*-knows. to be illegal. I am equally 
clear, that it becomes every officer 

* to; inform his Colonel of ſuch facts 
as he may diſcover, tending to tar- 
0 niſh the credit of the regiment: I 
% have thought it my duty to adopt 
4 ſuch meaſures, in conjunction with 
« Sir Charles Field, but have met with 
« the moſt unmerited oppoſition. from 
« «« your Lordſhip, in my endeavours to 
29 bring the queſtion 0 4 full and ge- 
&« neral inveſtigation. The reſignation 
„of my commiſſion is of courſe; I 
©« muſt now appeal to the good ſenſe of | 
* the gentlemen of the county, when | 
70 they ſhall bY informed of the whole 


l IEEE cx 
of 


V1 £ t 
* 
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«/of the caſe; I ſhall paſs over any 
comments on the ſubject of my ar- 
g reſt; permit me at leaſt to ſay, that 
«the apology I made was unfortunate. 
«Your Lordſhip will beſt know how 
*to {juſtify the contents of a letter 
<©{aid to be received from your Lord- 
*« (hip by Major-General Str. Jobn, on 
* which the General has founded a 
* cenſure on me and Sir C. F. 


«That letter, my Lord, is à miſre- 
«CE preſentation, : and contains a mutilated 
| « quotation of an expreſſion, conveying a 
meaning, which the ſentence given at 
„large would not warrant; I am at a 
* loſs to account-for ſuch a ITN 
Jil ht 

Tur baker agbikh In meant to ſtate, 
©: anidonteftibly exiſt in your Lordſhip's 
Regiment. If Sir C. F. and myſelf. 
Shave not had recourſe to à court 
©. martial, it has been becauſe. we have 
gone the full length of our pro- 
*« feflions, in offering to ſtate facts, let 
*« the blame fall where it may, and in 
«ſuggeſting the cauſes from whence we 
« N the abuſes aroſe. It was your 
2 1 Lordſhip's 


4 retracted, I cannot comprehend in any 


C1 


« Lordſhip's province to bring the guil- 
ty to. puniſhment, when diſcovered, 
«by ſome previous mode of enquiry. 
«Why the reference to the deputyLieu- 
«tenants, ſo fully acceded to, has been 


% manner which e ſatisfaction. to 
' 465 3 mind. N l 14 x 
13 $4 att ', 


your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, , 
e and humble ſervant, 


FE Wix aus Wirzavns,” ; 


P. 8. 9 It has FO contended, that 
_ * the Regimental Paymaſter is not in- 
i cluded-under the act, but an applica- 
tion to the mutiny act will ſhew, that 
c the appellation of Regimental Pay- 
« maſter is a mere aſſumption, and that 
© the legal term is Battalion or pg 
mental Clerk. Maho ent „gte ul 


64 wy al: 
5 | Your Lordhip dts have 
bs: era LY the - reſignation - of Sir C. 


« FP g 
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t F. commiſſion as well as mine. Sir 


©. Charles coincides with me in the fen« 
e timents of this letter; but I can- 
e not ſay how far reaſons, of a nature too 
« delicate to mention, may oblige him 
* to continue in the Regiment. 
Sir. C. F. and Capt. V. thought it 
neceſſary to addreſs the other two Re- 
giments encamped at Danbury, by the 
following Letter, reſpectively e 
to their Colonels. | 


© SIR, 

„„ $1R Charles Field and myſelf, are 
reduced to the neceſſity of addreſſing 
you on the ſubject of the public or- 
* ders given out at Danbury camp, on the 
* gth of November, by which a cenſure 
as paſſed on us. We were content to 
remain for a time under that odium, 
* believing, that if an enquiry ſhould take 


No. XXVL 
Sir C. V. F. 
and W. to 
Ld. E. and 
Col. 8. 


place, the bad effects would ceaſe of 


* courſe. You ate not unacquainted 


* that the reference, about to take place, 


„ at Danbury proved abortive, partly be- 
* cauſe we refuſed to enter into any 
* thing 
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* thing leſs than a full dnvefigation, and 
partly becauſe the referees did not con- 
s ceive themſelves competent to judge 
« of the merits of the queſtion, Since 
the period above mentioned, we have 
taken every poſſible ſtep to bring forth 
a general inquiry, and thought we had 
« at laſt obtained the object of our wiſnu- 
1 es, by our Colonel's having conſented 
« that the queſtion at large ſhould be ſub- 
* mitted to the conſideration of a com- 
4 mittee of deputy Lieutenants of the 
- * county. This conſent has, to our 
* great regret, ſince been withdrawn. 


We venture to flatter ourſelves, that 
« you will ſce that we have done every 
s thing,that Gentlemen could do, toeſta- 
« bliſh 4 ful! inveſtigation, and that we 
* have gone the full length of our pro- 
r feſſions, in offering to ſtate the moſt 
* inconteſtible facts, and in ſuggeſting 
« the cauſes from whence we conceive 
* thoſe facts aroſe ; whether thoſe ſug- 
«« geſtions were true or not, and the 
pointing out the proper objects of pu- 
niſhment, was the province of that in- 


1 quiry 


[ 8 } 
« quiry- which has been ſo dene 
* avoided, | 


. we by no means allow that our 
© conduct in a. mere matter of refer - 
« ence, could ſubject us to the cenſure 
* of the General of the camp, before 
hom the caſe was never officially ex- 
te hibited. We do not heſitate to de- 
e clare, that the cenſursis. partial, being 
% made without hearing both ſides of 
<« the queſtion ; and that the letter on 
© which it is founded is a miſrepreſen< - 
station, as one reaſon, for the breaking 

© off of the reference is omitted; and 
4 that the expreſſion ſaid to be made uſe 
* of by us is a mutilated quotation of a 
* ſentence, conveying a meaning which 
< the paragraph given at —_ would 
© not warrant 5. 


«WE eee cneſiives that, under 
te the circumſtances of the caſe, not 
te the ſmalleſt bad impreſſion will re- 
% main on your mind concerning our 
conduct, and that the Gentlemen of 


— 
mms 


* * — — — 


* Vide Letter marked No, XX, 
G cc th e 


„ 
* the Regiment, to whom we beg 

0 communication of this letter, wil 
* be of the ſame opinion. We proteſt 
« and we truſt, that upon a hearing it 
© would have appeared, that our con- 
© duct has ariſen from the pureſt mo- 
tives of publick virtue, and that we 
4% have been actuated by no other view, 
te than that of vindicating the honour 
of the Militia Service, which, virtu- 
* ouſly and conſtitutionally exerciſed, 
contains the nobleſt ſyſtem of defency. 
50 that was ever besser in ar. | 


6c We have the honour to be, LY 


$6 C. V. F. £9 


ITT IREITTy | a 
Walls. et OS: 


| Provioufly to the above, Sir Charks 
Ventris Field had reſigned his oommiſ- 
ſion to Lord Offry, and a few days 
afterwards, ſent his dN the' _ 
Jowing letter: * be: 


* My 


1 


Lundin, Jau. 26, 1783 

40 My Los D, 
© | PRESUME your Lordſhip has by 
« this time received my commiſſion; 
Ge nothing but your Lordſhip's extraor- 
_ ler cena as Colonel, could have 


* induced me to take a ſtep ſo likely, 
1 J confeſs, to ſubſect me to conſider- 
* able ditfcultics. Your Lordſhip will 


permit me to fubjoin ſome explana- 


4 tion. The communication of the diſ- 


* coveries made by Mr. Willaumeand my- 


t ſelf to your Lordſhip, was highly re- 


ſpectful in the firſt inſtance ; and the 


conduct yout Lordſhip ought to have 


4 obſeryed was fo plain, that to miſtake 


. was impoſſible; if there were no guilt, 


* juſtice to the character of the ſup- 


ce poſed author of the abuſes, demanded 


an inveſtigation, in a mode above 


I ſuſpicion,” which might evince his 
© innocence:” If there were guilt, 
« then a ſenſe of duty to the public, 
<and a regard for the honour of the 
* corps, required that we ſnhould be 
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« furniſhed with the neceſſary papers, 


* to eſtabliſh that guilt 9 5 


? 


03 


73 "Yo 


„On the contrary, your Lordſhip 
thought proper to refuſe every docu- 
ment; and when we accepted a re- 


ference, on condition that the pa- 


pers ſhould be communicated, the 


* requiſition was evaded, and your 
* Lordſhip was driven to the awkward 


* neceflity of conſtituting yourſelf the 


judge, on a ſuppoſed conſent contain- 
** ed in our memorial, which conſent, if 
*« the paper could be ſo abſurdly miſcon- 


<6 ſtrued, might, as it was voluntarily 
cc given, be withdrawn at pleaſure, 0 
. and which, had it ever been given, 


your e had . re- 


: 40 nounced. + ole 


1175 1 he firſt ds of this car 8. 
cc ſen tribunal, were to circumſcribe 


or * us in our charges, (as if ſeeking a 


0 pretence to acquit, by a flaw in the 


e indictment) to require inſtant proof, 


«while the neceſſary papers were with- 


„ 


* held, and at length to lay us under 
an arreſt for diſobedience of orders, 


s becauſe we .refuſed to render Our» 
* ſelves ridiculous, | by acting a part in 


* W ul farce. The event of 
cc * that 


, 


— 


[ 8s |] 


e that arreſt, if brought to an iſſue, 
6c muſt have been honourable to us. 
« The propoſal from the Judge Advo- 
*« cate, to ſubjoin, to a paper diſclaim- 
ing any perſonal diſreſpe&t to your 
* Lordſhip, a promiſe to abandan the 
inquiry; the haſty manner in which 
* the mock judicature was reſumed ; 
and the obtaining a cenſure from the 
% General, in a cauſe never exhibited 
7 before him, by miſrepreſentation, and 
« partial quotations, together with your 
* Lordſhip's curious addreſs to the ſol- 
« diers, muſt prove beyond diſpute, 
« that the ſole object of this manage- 
*« ment, was to prevent an inveſtiga- 
« tion of the complaints. If it were 
s poſſible under theſe circumſtances to 
doubt the real motives,'the ſubſequent 
«event of agreeing to a reference, be- 
« fore a committee of the Deputy 
«« Lieutenants, and retracting chat agree- 
% ment, muſt convince the moſt in- 
Fe ' credulous. | 3 


8 >, 1 2 your Lordſhip will al- 

40 low, that a muſter roll is to all in- 

* tents and purpoſes. a record, and if 
% not 


7 
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4 not made in the chaſteſt manner, 
may ſubject the public to enormous 
= expences ; and that the falſifying of 
* it muſt cover any regiment, ſuffering 
* ſuch a practice, with a cloud of g- 
„ nominy, Which nothing but the 
6. ſtricteſt inquiry can, ever efface: The 
% exiſtence of the fact, juſtified a de- 
mand of the inquiry: If om inveſti- 
* gation, it had appeared to have ariſen 
from accidental or innocent cauſes, F 


1 ſhould have been the firſt to have 
3 congratulated all parties on ſo happy 


* a diſcovery, I do not mean to re- 
* capitulate the whole of this buſineſs ; 
« ſuffice it to ſay, that your Lordfhip' 1 
- impartial aſſiſtance would have pro- 
« duced eyery neceſſary document 3 the 
* regimental accounts would have been 
&« laid open, and it would have ap- 

« peared, whether the Regiment and the 
cc * County haye been fairly dealt with, 
*I am conſcious of having adted, 
* throughout this buſineſs, with a ſtrict 
* eye to honour and juſtice, and og 
« fully imprefſed with this idea, I ako! | 
4. my final leave of your Lordſhip. © 8 

And am, Ge. 


6% C. VENTRIS FIEID.““ 
| SIR 


«4 | 


. 
Six ChARTES VENTRIS FieLD and 

Mr. WiLLauME now conceive that 
the queſtion is at iſſue. Self juſtifi. - 

cation has been the parent of this ad- 
drels, With reſpe to the abuſes them- 
ſelves, (which would have been fully 
exhibited, in caſe an inveſtigation had 
taken place) their only object from the 
commencement, was REFORMA- 
TION. 99 


— e e ; 
* Profindet perdat, pereat, mhil ad nos an, N 
e f urbun num poſthac. - 

T᷑EIX. Ap3L« 


